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PERSONAL INTEGRITY AS A GUIDING PRINCIPLE 
FOR FIGHTING CORRUPTION 
ABSTRACT 
Corruption has permeated in evey fabric of our society, be it in politics, 
economy, and even social affairs. Because of that, government has established 
various mechanisms to tackle this problem. For example, the National Integrity 
Plan was launched in 2004 as an effort to address the issue of comption. In 
addition to that, government has also strengthened its corruption enforcement 
agency by ameitding the Malaysian Anti-Comption Commission Act 2009 to give 
more autonomous power to Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission or MACC. 
Despite these initiatives, corruption remains a serious social issue. The question 
is, at what level corruption symptoms can be alleviated? Previous literature has 
predominantly focused on the institutional level that includes introducing policy 
reforms in various government agencies. Yet, not much effort has been puf at the 
individual level where sometimes the cause of corruption resides. This paper, 
therefore, argues that strengthening individual integrity through religious 
manifestation can have apositive impact on reducing corruption. In doing so the 
authors propose a method of internal education for individuals andparents as the 
main strategy against corruption. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Corruption is synonymous with giffs. The difference is, gifts may be 
given to someone on a basis of expressing gratitude while corruption is seen as a 
reward, yet expect certain benefits in return for favor. Some even say corruption is 
a bribe money or money maker. Etymology of the word corruption comes ffom 
the Arabic ' a1 - riswah ' .The term comption has been adopted in the Malay 
language to mean giving the bribe to the authority. Malaysian law contained in 
Section 3 (a) and (b) and 4 (a) @) of the Prevention of Corruption Act 1961 
(Amendrnentl971) defines corruption as "receive or give any gratification as an 
inducement, reward or encourage a person to act or not to do an act which is allied 
with the principal."Meanwhile, Section 2 of the Prevention of Corruption Act 
1997 defines corruption as "Money, donations , loans, gifts, security, property or 
School of Government, College of Law, Government, and International Studies, Universiti Utam 
Malaysia, email: martadbaaum.edu.my 
@ ~ d . f W w  @vernmt Pardim Volume 1,2014 I 
interest in the property, that is, any kind of common property movable or 
immovable or any similar benefits." 
Overall, corruption has been defined in many different ways. Yet, the 
meaning remains the same, namely the giving or receiving something that meant 
for doing things that are not encouraged either by law or regulation in connection 
with certain daily tasks. Corrupt practices have actually been around for a long 
time because it is a universal practice. Syed Husin A1 Attas (1980) opines that 
corruption initially is supposed to be a symbolic gesture in traditional society. 
This means that traditional communities have a culture of first to give a gift to 
someone as a tribute. But now the culture that was originally intended to be noble 
is being manipulated to justify the use of bribe in fulfilling their interests. 
BACKGROUND 
Three decades ago, Gunnar Myrdal (1996) indicated that cormption is a 
sensitive topic to be discussed particularly in Asian countries. This is because 
corruption in Asian countries has reached a critical level. According to Gosh 
(1997), many Asian countries are involved in a mass scale conuption during the 
1990s. The 1998 economic collapse and subsequent declining economies in 
Thailand, South Korea, Malaysia and Indonesia raised awareness about the fragile 
economic foundation of these countries. Among the causes of the collapse were 
attributed to corruption, cronyism, nepotism, and lack of responsibility and 
accountability of public administrators. In Malaysia, the economic collapse also 
forced the government to undertake structural economic reforms particularly 
aimed at eradicating any forms of corruption or nepotistic culture tliat have long 
embedded in the social and economic system. 
Internationally, the position of Malaysia in the Corruption Index released 
by Transparency International reveals a slight'improvement. For example, based 
on the latest data, Malaysia jumped to 54& on the ladder of the value from the 
previous 6 0 ~  position in 2012 (Transparency International, 2013). The problem of 
corruption is not something to be underestimatedbecause of its impact to the 
country. The ill-effects of corruption can actually interfere with the country's 
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economic growth. For example, awarding tenders to contractors who are not 
qualified but who are politically connected may produce low-quality buildings. If 
the building needs further improvement, then the additional costs would have to 
be borne by the government. As a result, the original cost of the building may 
have escalated due to the defective buildings. 
In addition, the rent-seeking nature of the development caused by the 
widespread corruption mitigates the presence of foreign investors to the country. 
Foreign investors might not be interested to come to Malaysia if the cost of doing 
business is more'expensive compared to other developing countries in the region. 
Historically, countries that are embroiled in massive form of corruptions often 
face a major problem to attract foreign investment. It is in this regard that 
Malaysia aggressively pursues policies that try to eradicate corruption at every 
level of society. Normally, the ranking of countries in the Corruption Index 
determines the willingness of developed countries to make decisions pertaining to 
making investments. 
ATTRIBUTES OF CORRUPT PRACTICES 
There are numerous literatures on corruption particularly cases relating to 
Asian countries, including Malaysia (Quah, 1995). According Palmier (1985), 
there are three important factors that affect the existence of the problem of 
corruption: wages, opportunities, and bureaucratic contraints. 
1. Wages 
Quah (1995) states that wages are the main factors that contribute to the 
existence of corruption. Low pay has become a scapegoat for civil servants to 
resort to corruption. Public employees often consider salary provided by the 
government to be insufficient. This is especially true when they compare their 
earned salaries to that of the private sector. Quah (1995) also reiterates that 
earning less money is the prime motivation for employees in Indonesia and China 
to get involved in corrupt activities as a way to earn more money. 
Besides low salaries, there are also cases where those who earn high 
income still involve in corruption. Yet, the tlumber is not as high as those who 
come from low-income workers. Due to that, government has taken steps to 
ensure the salaries of public employees are comparable to that of the private 
sector. Important agencies such as Police Department and the Armed Forces have 
revised their salaries and other fringe benefits. As a result, these two agencies can 
now boast to offer salaries that are quite attractive to potential employees. 
2. Opportunity 
The second factor is opportunity. Corruption occurs when people are 
confronted with an opportunity to gain easy money. For example, when one is 
asked to consider awarding a project in return for a large sum of money, then the 
temptation to accept the bribe is very strong. Similarly, when someone gets 
money from a person who demands him or her be given an opportunity to have 
access to certain information, then it is likely that the act of corruption will take 
place. As a result, when presenting with the opportunity to accept bribes or gifts, 
it is very difficult for people not to accept, particularly when his or her colleagues 
are also committing the same offense. 
3. Bureaucratic Constraints 
In addition, problems in bureaucracy can also a cause of corruption. 
Issues such as red tape, procedural bottleneck, and too many regulations often 
cause delay and inefficient government services. As such, people tend to offer 
bribes as an incentive to speed up the process of getting the work done on time. 
This is particularly true in government agencies that deal with urgent matters such 
as land, immigration, and police department. For example, corruption is said to be 
happening at the Land Office because many people demand the officers to 
expedite the process of getting the land title. 
In addition to constraints, lack of clear policy regulations pertaining to 
provisions of corruption can also lead to rampant abuse of authority. Singapore is 
able to five itself from a rampant case of corruption because it institutes a tougher - 
regulation on corruption. Likewise, Malaysia is also moving towards making a 
country free from corruption. New measures such the rebranding of the corruption 
agency by giving it more power to prosecute as well as stricter punishments are 
positive steps in combating corruption. 
STRATEGIES FOR CORRUPTION PREVENTION 
Corruption has existed since long time ago. There have been many 
strategies aimed at tackling corruption including using religion as the source of 
preventive measure. However, most of the times, the efforts do not seem to be 
working. Notwithstanding, below are some of measures taken by the government 
to combat coAption. 
1. Religion 
Islamic law clearly punishes the giver and receiver of bribes. This is 
based on the following arguments: 
Prophet's hadith that says that "Providers of corruption and graft recipients go to 
hell " (Reported by At- Tirmidhi ) Hadith narrated by Abu Dawood , which means 
"Anyone who is our duly elected to hold office or work and we have set the 
income or salary so when it takes more than what is set to be treated as a &aud 
and corruption. " 
"And do not eat (or take) property (other people) out of you by the wrong path, 
and do you also stretch your wealth (bribe) to the judges as to eat (or take) out of 
the man with (do) sin , while you know (wrong) ". (Al-Baqarah, 2: 188) 
This suggests that corruption has been condemned by the religion 
particularly the Qwan and the Hadith. 
2. Prevention of Corruption Act (AMR 1997) 
The Anti-Cormption Act , 1961, Act 57 punishes convicted offenders a 
fine not exceeding RM10,000.00 or imprisonment not exceeding 5 years or both. 
However, the Act was revised in 1971 to enhance the sentence to imprisonment of 
not less than 14 days and a maximum of 20 years prison and a fine five times the 
value of the bribe received or RM10,000.00, whichever is higher . (AMR 1997) 
The government hopes that the stiffer penalties imposed on the corruption 
offenders will become a deterrent to would be offenders who may have the 
intention to commit corrupt practices. 
3. Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) 
Prior to the establishment of the Commission of Corruption Prevention, 
ACA was a responsible agency to prevent and tackle corruption. ACA was 
established in 1967 with limited power to persecute corruption offenders. As a 
result, in 1973 the government decided to restructure the agency by giving more 
power to enable the agency to eradicate corruption effectively. Despite the 
restructuring, ACA was still perceived as being ineffective due to its selective 
prosecution of offenders (Ahmad Zaki Husin, 2001). As such, critics argue that in 
order for the government to seriously tackle corruption, the agency should be 
established outside the sphere of government and be made directly under the 
control of the Parliament. Then, the agency can take action against the offenders 
without any fear of retribution. In addition, there is also suggestion that maybe 
inculcating a culture of hatred towards corruption among the youth should be 
introduced as a strategy to weed off corruption at the early stage before it becomes 
rampant. 
4. National Integrity Plan (NIP) 
National Integrity Plan was launched by the government on April 23, 
2004. The main objective of NIP is to foster a culture of ethics and integrity 
among Malaysians. It is also in line with the fourth challenge of Vision 2020 
which is to form a strong moral and ethical character, along with entrenched 
religious and spiritual values anchored by noble values (Malaysian Institute of 
Integrity, 2013) . 
5. Malaysian Institute of Integrity 0 
In order to successfully implement the National Integrity Plan, the 
Malaysian Institute of Integrity (IIM) was established as an autonomous body 
registered under the Companies Act 1965 on March 4,2004. IIM was a brainchild 
of Tun Abdullah Ahmad Badawi who was the fifth prime minister of Malaysia. - 
IIM was established as a coordinating agency to monitor the implementation of 
NIP. Its objective is to instill a strong sense of integrity, resilience, and ethical 
values particularly among public employees. Among the roles of IIM are: ( i) to 
conduct research related to the integrity of the institution and the community, (ii ) 
to organize conferences, seminars and forums relating to integrity; (iii) to bring 
together various sectors of opinion on the progress or impediments to the 
implementation of integrity, (iv) to publish and distribute printed materials on the 
importance of integrity, to formulate and implement training programs and 
education, (v) to submit policy recommendations to enhance integrity and ethics, 
(vi) to provide advice to the government on programs and strategies to improve 
the integrity, and (vii) to build networking with international organizations to 
enable the agency to collaborate on matters concerning ethics and integrity 
(Malaysian Institute of Integrity, 2013) . 
6. Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC) 
The unabated criticism aimed at Anti Corruption Agency forced the 
government to restructure the agency again. Thus, the Malaysian Anti-Corruption 
Commission (MACC) was established on January 1, 2009 to replace ACA. 
MACC was established as a response from the general public who want the anti 
corruption agency to be more independent, transparent and professional. Next, the 
Anti-Corruption Act 1982 has also been replaced by the 2009 MACC Act of 
2009). The government hopes that the establishment of MACC can improve the 
efficiency, effectiveness, and prosecution of corruption offenders (Malaysian Anti 
-Corruption Agency, 2013). 
Along with MACC, govenunent has also instituted other forms of check 
and balance mechanism such as the formation of the Anti-Conuption Advisory 
Board (LPPR), Special Committee on Corruption (JKMR), the Complaints 
Committee (AC), Operations Evaluation Panel (PPO) and Consultation and 
Corruption Prevention Panel (PPPR) to monitor, advise and ensure that the 
functions and responsibilities of MACC are implemented in an efficient, effective, 
independent and transparent manner. Membership of the five independent entities 
is selected i7om among individuals with integrity and service excellence in their 
respective professions (Anti-Corruption Commission, 2013). . 
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The efforts undertaken by the MACC not only covers enforcement but 
also involves preventive measures. Thus, in 201 1, the Commission was able to 
obtain the approval of the Special Cabinet Committee on Government Integrity 
(JKKMKPK) chaired by the Prime Minister to implement the Integrity Officer 
Certification Program to enhance the integrity of government agencies. The 
directive requires that all Department Heads create Cetified Integrity Officer in 
the department and their agencies (Anti-Comption Commission, 2013). 
Certified Integrity Officer Program is designed to produce Certified 
Integrity Officer whose role is to plan, implement and monitor the effectiveness of 
integrity programs in mimstries, departments and agencies, respectively. It also 
encourages the private sector to be involved in the implementation of the Program 
Integrity Officer Certified in their respective organizations. The program 
onginally followed the decision of the Special Committee Meeting Integrity 
Management Committee (CMC ), which was chaired by the chief secretary of the 
government on August 18,2008 that requested MACC to place a senior officer as 
the Chief Integrity Officer cadre in the department or agency that are seen as 
having high risk to involve in corruption. The reports of the officers were then 
presented to JKKMKPK. It is also agreed that MACC provide advice to 
departments who wanted to create their own Chief Integrity Officer (Anti- 
Corruption Commission, 2013). 
7. National Key Result Areas (NKRA) 
National Key Result Areas (NKRA) has been identified as a key 
development strategy for the country. They represent a combination of short-term 
priorities to address the various demarids of the people. NKRA was announced by 
the sixth Prime Minister of Malaysia, Dato Seri Mohd Najib on July 11, 2009. 
There are seven main thrusts of NKRA: (i) reducing crime, (ii) fighting 
corruption, (iii) improving educational outcomes, (iv) raising the living standards 
of low-income households, (v) improving rural infrastructure, (vi) improving 
urban public transport, and (vii) addressing cost p f  living (Prime Minister's 
Department, 20 10). 
Due attention to corruption has proven that Malaysia continues its effort 
to eliminate corruption. Natianal Key Result Areas (NKRA) through the anti- 
graft Initiatives have made an impact wid  Malaysia improving its standing in the 
2012 Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) from 60& position in 2012 to 54th 
position in 2013. It was a marked improvement from 201 1 when the country fell 
four places down from 2010's 56th position. In releasing the index figures of 
Transparency International - Malaysia (TI- M) revealed that out of the 176 
countries involved in the CPI survey last year, Malaysia was also ranked third 
among ASEAN nations, ahead of Thailand, Philippines and Indonesia. (Report 
Transparency International, 2013). 
CREATING A CULTURE OF "SAY NO TO CORRUPTION 
Despite several policies and mechanisms in place to combat corruption, it 
is also imperative that government try to inculcate among the public to say "no" to 
corruption. Developing a culture that dislikes corruption is critical if government 
intends to weed out corruption at the early stage. Thus, this paper suggests that in 
order to do so, government has to start this initiative through individual and 
parent. 
1. Individual 
Individual internal factors are the main cause of corruption. A problem 
will not occur if a person can think and act rationally. The main factor is the value 
of the individual self. Every act we do will be preceded by intention. Whether one 
is conscious or not, the act of our daily activities begins with intention. Religion 
has repeatedly revealed that practice must have faith, and that for every person 
what he intended. (Syed Ahmad, 1994). Syed Ahrnad (1994) also stressed that 
good faith is the basis for every practice to God, because without the practice of 
good faith, our action will not be accepted by God. Meanwhile, the practices of 
malevolent intentions are condemned by God. Thus, the intent is a key practice in 
daily life. Through the good and sincere intentions, all foms of corruption can be 
avoided. Syed Ahmad (1994) opines that human beings are responsible for his 
own actions and thus are responsible for everything he does. Therefore, each man 
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should look, pay attention and take the example of every faith and action taken 
every day as a form intention. 
Therefore, all individuals must instill in them noble concepts that will 
~nhibit hem from performing all kinds of corrupt activities. (Syamsul Bahri and 
Andi Galigo, 2000); 
a. Mu'ahadah concept, which is considering a deal with God 
As a slave, man has tied a deal with the ALLAH who created it. It 
coincided with the meanings of the Qur'an which means: "Indeed prayer restrains 
man from sin and wrongdoings" (a1 - Ankabut 45). For every individual must 
practice under a religious worshp. Verse 5 of Surah al-Fatihah which says that, 
"though You alone we worship and from You alone we ask for help." 
This concept is most appropriate if associated with corruption. This is 
because the concept of human mu'ahadah can remind human beings that the place 
for help if they encounter financial difficulties is Allah alone and not resort to 
corruption. Similarly, the desire for luxury or materialism encourages corruption. 
Therefore, the concept of mu'ahadah practiced by every Muslim will prevent 
individuals from finding material satisfaction through corrupt practices. 
b. Muraqabah concept, our actions are always supervised and accompanied 
by ALLAH. 
Allah sees and knows anything done by servants. All practices and 
human actions whether good or bad will be revealed in the next life. Evidence of 
the Quran which means "He who does good deeds, even an atom's weight will see 
(reply) goodness. Anyone who does evil, even an atom's weight will see (reply) 
evil (az-Zilzaal: 7-8 ). Thus, through this concept man will be motivated to do 
good deeds and leave the evildoings. This is because every action no matter how 
small particles will not even miss the view and control of AUah. This is because in 
every man God puts an angel to monitor and record whatever he does. Allah says: 
Not a word does he utter (or act does but there is a sentinel by him, ready (to note - 
it) (A1 Qaf : 18). 
Consequently, this concept can be practiced by every individual as a 
bastion of engaging in corrupt practices. This is because if an individual feels that 
his behavior is observed then he would not dare to give or receive a bribe. Indeed, 
this fortress if very practical if it can be sown in every person because it arises 
from the heart of each individual. For example, cormption will not happen if they 
are aware that their actions are a sin and are seen by ALLAH. 
c. Muhasabah concept, knowing that he or she has the abi ty  to focus on 
self-reflection. 
ALLAH created human behgs according to his ability. This is to be 
realized by each individual through self-reflection. Allah says which means "God 
does not burden the human soul beyond its ability" (al- Baqarah 286). Although 
humans are urged to try and change their life to a better one, however, it must be 
the path and the channel chosen by God. Thus through self-reflection, individuals 
will realize their missions and avoid changing the way against the religion and the 
law. 
d. Mu'aqabah concept, which provides punishment for yourself. 
A good man is courageous enough to admit guilty when he commits 
evildoings. Therefore, a way to get back is to repent for not committing the sin 
anymore. As a human being, man cannot escape from making mistakes. However, 
ALLAH gives an opportunity to redeem the mistakes. Every man has a large or 
small offense. For individuals who have been involved in corruption, mu'aqabah 
concept allows them to repent. Through this concept, cormption offenders will 
then have the opportunity to cleanse themselves from committing the conuption 
again. This could indirectly contain the widespread of corruption in society. 
e. Mujahada concept, a sense of working hard to work for rewards. 
Muslims are urged to work hard in pursuit of whatever they want. 
Indeed, the human will is not limited but it can be overcome through faith and 
perseverance. If every individual is optimistic about his or her work then success 
can be achieved through permissible means. As such, corruption can be avoided 
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because there is no short cut to success and if individuals want material 
possessions, they know that they have to work hard for that. 
2. Parents 
A need to stress the danger of corruption should be cultivated by parents. 
Here the role of parents is very important to create a culture of "Say No To 
Corruption". The responsibility of parents is crucial to educate the children. 
According to Dra and Singgih (1982), family is a source of primary education, 
because all human knowledge and intellectual intelligence obtained by children 
are initially coming from parents and members of his own family. But 
unfortunately, many families today have not emphasized on the importance of 
ethical values at the early stage of their children. Hilmi Yahya (2002) points out 
that anti-corruption culture should begin at the elementary school because 
children are easy to receive instruction at a young age. The roles of parents as a 
role model and example to their children are crucial in shaping the personality of 
their children particularly by imparting knowledge of the danger of corruption. As 
such, parental role is quite crucial in the fight against corruption. 
CONCLUSION 
Corruption has been around for a long time. However, does not mean that 
corruption cannot be eradicated. Even though religion and laws are very clear 
about the punishment for corrupt practices, there are still widespread practices of 
corruption. Due to that, government has instituted a variety of measures to combat 
and weed out corruption. Some of the measures are located at the instituhonal 
level. However, there is also suggestion that corruption prevention should be 
introduced at the lowest level of human life. Thus, in this regard the role of parent 
is very important. The need to inculcate the good values should start with parcnts. 
If parents are able to impart moral and high ethical standards for their children, it 
is hoped that when they grow up these children - 4 1  not resort to other unethical 
and illegal means such as corruption to obtain good life. Then, educating the 
children to "say no to corruption" seems a plausible mechanism as a mean to 
weed out corruption at the early stage. - 
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